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FIREARMS SAFETY - YOUR RESPONSIBILITY

SAFETY MUST BE THE FIRST AND CONSTANT
CONSIDERATION OF EVERY PERSON WHO
HANDLES FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION.

This Instruction Manual is designed to assist you in learning how to use and
care for vour RUGER® P97 Decocker Model Pistols properly. Please contact
us if vou have any questions,

Only when vou are certain vou fully understand the Manual and can properly
carry out its instructions should you practice loading, unloading, etc., with live
ammunition. If you have any doubts about your ability to handle or use a par-
ticular tvpe of gun safely, you should seek supervised instruction. Such person-
alized instruction is often available from gun dealers, gun clubs or police
departments. If none of these sources can help you, write to the National Rifle
Association, 11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, VA 22030-7400. They will assist
VULL

The person possessing a gun has a full-time job. You cannot guess; vou cannot
forgel. You must know how to use your firearm safely. Do not use any firearm
withoul having a complete understanding of its particular characteristics and
safe use. Remember: There is no such thing as a foolproof gun.
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OTHER CAUTIONS AND WARNINGS APPEAR
THROUGHOUT THE MANUAL.

FIREARMS ARE DANGEROUS WEAPONS -
READ THE INSTRUCTIONS AND WARNINGS
IN THIS MANUAL THOROUGHLY AND
CAREFULLY BEFORE USING.

A WARNING - ALTERATIONS

This product was designed to function
properly in its original condition. Alter-
tions can make it unsafe. Do not alter any

part or add or substitute parts or acces-
ories not made by Sturm, Ruger & Co.
Inc.

DO NOT ALTER ANY GUN

GENERAL INFORMATION
AND MECHANICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The RUGERE PO7IC pistols are centerfire, double action, “decock only”
magazine-fed, autoloading, recoil-operated pistols chambered for the caliber
A3ACP cartridge. They incorporate a different “linkless” design in the barrel
locking/unlocking systemn than earlier Ruger P-Series pistols, and feature a
streamlined slide and Isvplast® polvmer grip frame construction. They comply
with the requirements of the National Institute of Justice Standard-0112.00,
They include the following features with which users should be thoroughly
familiar:



NOMENCLATURE

Sights have hbagh visikdits Skide’s cpen top design minimizes pussshilily Uirooned, exposed hamsmer
white dots both front and rear. of jamanmg, eiables shooter to clear any spur enahles the shinler Lo
Hear sighils can be adjusted for malfunction easiby by hand. Cartridges can cack the hammer easily o
windage, b husided sangly J desired. single-action finng

desired.

—=-To decock the pistod, depress
the decocking lever until the
hammer drops. This action
mrirves L I-|r|r|.g [ forwiiard
irto thie slide. This temporari-
by laces the fireng pan ot of
reach of the hammer stroke
and lochs the |'|1'|||.:§_ ikina
reutral position, preventing il
fram mirang Loward the car-
tridge.

RELEASING EITIHER
DECTCE LEVER WILL
ALLOW THE LEVERS TO
SPRIMNG HEWARD TO
THEL URIGIMAL
POSITION, PLACING THE
PLSTOL 1IN A READY T
FIRE CONDITION,

Frame i: a rigid one piece polyumelhane
grip frame reinforced with long glass fiker. |

' I

|
Imuble-action mechanism and stronghy curved trig- |
ger provide that rocking and lirang can be acoom-
plisked with a singhe pull of the trigger. |I
Ohversize brigger guard permils shooling with ghoved hand, | IIIII,
Recurved irigger guard boww accommeodates non-shooding | \
hand n two-band hold, \\

The magazime latch peruts positive retention
ared quwck remioval of magazine "-,\I

shide stop holds the slide open ani is sctivated
autemalscally when Last shot is fired (if magazine is =
pistol), or can be mamually operaled.

Action: The action of the Ruger P97 decocker model pistols is of the type Lhat
utilizes a tilting barrel design in which the barrel and slide are lncked together
at the moment of firing. After firing, the barrel and slide recoil to the rear a
shovt distance while still locked together. After this initial movement, the barrel
is cammed downward from its locked position, permitting full recoil of the slide
and the extraction and ejection of the spent cartridge case. Upon return of the
slide to its forward position by Lhe recoil spring, the barrel is cammed back
upward into its locked position in the slide.

The user of this or any autoloading pistol must alwavs remember that when
fired. it automatically reloads and recocks itself, so that simply pulling the
trigger will fire the pistol again. Therefore, an autoloading pistol user must he
particularly conscious to always keep the pistol pointed in a safe direction.

Slide Stop: When the last shot has been fired and the magazine is empty, the
slide stop automatically holds the slide open, When there is an empty maga-
zine in the pistol and the slide is retracted manually, the slide stop will also
automatically hold the slide open. If a loaded magazine is inserted in the pistol
when the slide is closed and the slide is then retracted fully, the slide stop will
not automatically hold open the slide. The user can actuate the slide stop
mechanism to hold the slide open al any time by retracting the slide and
pushing the shde stop up.

The slide stop can be released by drawing back slightly on the slide and
depressing the slide stop thumbpiece. When the slide is released, it will move
forward under pressure from the recoil spring.

The slide stop is held in place by a spring detent. Therefore, when there is a
loaded magazine in place and the pistol is jarred, the slide can fly forward and
chamber a cartridge. For this reason and as an essential safety practice, the
user should always be careful to keep fingers away from the trigger and always
keep the pistol pointed n a safe direction.

Magazines: Ruger ASACP magazines are not interchangeable with Ruger pistol
magazines of any other caliber. Use of incorrect magazines in any pistol will
result in malfunctions. The RUGER® PO7TDC comes equipped with 8 round
capacity magazines. The 8 round magazine is identified by its' stainless steel fol-
lower, which is visible at the top of the magazine when it is empty, The
RUGER® P97IMC will also function correctly with Ruger 7 round 45 ACP
magazines. These T round magazines use a black plastic follower, also visihle at
the top of the magazine when it 1s empty. Ruger 45ACF magazines are
unmarked as to caliber. All other Ruger centerfire magazines, which are similar
in appearance, are marked as to caliber (.40 Auto Cal.,” efc.)

DAMAGED, NON-STANDARD, OR IMPROPERLY
ASSEMBLED MAGAZINES SHOULD NOT BE USED.
THEY CAN CAUSE THE PISTOL TO MALFUNCTION.

AWARNING — LOCKABLE STORAGE BOXES

All Ruger pistols and revolvers are origi-
nally sold 1n a lockable box, with a key-
operated padlock. While it can help pro-
vide secure storage for your unloaded
[irearm, any locking device can fail. The
ultimate responsibility for secure storage
must depend upon its owner and his or
her individual circumstances. Always
store firearms securely, unloaded, in a
secure location, separate from their
amrmurbion,

Never leave the kevs in the lock. See
“Slorage Warning™, p. 20,

I‘ DON'T LEAVE KEYS ALWAYS

IN THE LOCK

STORE FIREARMS SECURELY




SPECIAL FEATURE - DECOCKING LEVER

The madel vou have selected is equipped with a special manual decocking lever
that also allows vou Lo decock (uncock) a cocked pistol without manipulating the
trigger. Conventional thumb decocking procedures are therefore not necessary
and should not be emploved with this pistol.

Tu decock the pistol, point the pistol in a safe direction. Tepress the decocking
lever until the hammer drops. The decocking lever first moves the firing pin into
the slide far enough so that the rear end of the firing pin cannot be struck by the
hammer. Only then will continued depression of the decocking lever safely drop
the hammer to an uncocked position (see Figure 1). To return the pistol to firing
condition, simply release the decocking lever (see Figure 2). It will spring
upward to its original position. The pistol is then ready to fire by a “double-
action” pull of the trigger. The hammer can also be manually cocked immediate-
Iy hefore shooting a “single-action” firing. The trigger pull is both shorter and
relatively lighter in the “single-action” mode, which is preferred for more accu-

rate shooting.

Additionally, the pistol has a separate internal firing pin block that will not allow
the firing pin to move forward until the operator pulls the trigger.

Never carry or holster the pistol with the hammer cocked, as a relatively llight pull of
the trigger will fire the pistol. When not actually shooting, always immediately
decock {uncock) the pisto] by use of the decocking lever.

“DECOHCR" POSITION
WHFN HA TR

DECOCK OMLY

“FIEF" PCYSITHON
WHIEN RELEASED

Operating the decocking lever does not
prevent firing when the trigger is pulled.

Like a double-action revolver, the pistol
will fire whenever the trigger is pulled.
Thereiore, never touch the trigger,
whether the pistol is cocked or not,
unless vou wish Lo ire the pistol. Do not
decock the pistol manually - always use
the decocking lever.

DECOCKING LEVER

AUTOMATICALLY RETURNS TO “FIRE"

POSITION WHEN RELEASED

"FIRE" POSITON

"DECOCK" POSITION

O

!

DECOCK ONLY

Discharging firearms in poorly venti-
lated areas, cleaning firearms, or han-
dling ammunition may result in expo-
sure to lead and nther substances
known to the state of California to

cause birth defects, reproductive harm.
and other serious physical injury. Have
adequate ventilation at all times. Wash
hands thoroughly after exposure,

SHOOTING OR ELEANIMG GUNS

MAY EXPOSE YOU TO LEAD I

FIGURE 1 FIGURE 2

The decock lever will only attain this The decock lever will automatically
position when held down by the user. spring back to this firing position
This decocks the pistol. when released.




AMMUNITION

The RUGER® P9TDC pistols are chambered for the ASACP cartridge. Do
not attempt to load any other cartridges into the magazine or chamber of the
pistol.

The Ruger P-Series pistols are compatible with all factory ammunition loaded

to U.S. Industry Standards, including high-velocity and hollow-point loads,
loaded in brass, aluminum, or steel cartridge cases. No 45ACF ammunition
manufactured in accordance with NATO, U.S., SAAMI, or CIF standards 1s known
to be beyond the design limits or known not to function in these pistols.

USE ONLY FACTORY AMMUNITION LOADED
TO U.S. INDUSTRY STANDARDS

A WARNING - AMMUNITION

‘"\\ . A__ Death, serious in}ur-_u._and damage can

f result from the use of the wrong
ammunition, bore obstructions, powder
overloads, or incorrect cartridge compo-
nents. Even the strongest gun can be
“blown up” as a result of excess pressure.
Always wear shooting glasses and hearing
protection.

IMPROPER AMMUNITION
DESTROYS GUNS

AMMUNITION (CARTRIDGES) NOTICE

WE SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY DAMAGE
OR INJURY WHATSOEVER OCCURRING IN CONNECTION WITH,
OR AS A RESULT OF, THE USE IN RUGER FIREARMS OF FAULTY,
OR NON-STANDARD, OR “RE-MANUFACTURED”, OR HAND-
| OADED (RELOADED) AMMUNITION, OR OF CARTRIDGES
OTHER THAN THOSE FOR WHICH THE FIREARM WAS
ORIGINALLY CHAMBERED.

TO LOAD AND FIRE (WITH MAGAZINE)

Practice this important aspect of safe gun handling with an unloaded pistol
until you can perform each of the steps described below with skill and
confidence. But before you do anything with the pistol, first read completely
through this manual.,

1. Keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction. (See “The Basic Rules
of Safe Firearms Handling,” page 27.)

2. Press the magazine latch inward from the left side, and remove the magazine
from the frame. NOTE: The magazine is designed to fall free of the frame of its
own weight when unloaded and the pistol is held in the normal firing position,
but you should always prevent possible damage to the magazine by not letting it
drop to the ground unless rapid reloading is absolutely necessary.

3. Place eight (8) or fewer A5ACF cartridges into an 8 round magazine, or seven
(T} or fewer ASACP cartridges into a 7 round magazine (see p. 5 for magazine
identification).

4. Insert the magazine into the frame, laking care that the magazine is locked
in place by the magazine latch. Slamming the magazine into the frame forcibly
i5 Not Necessary.

5. Hold the pistol firmly in the shooting hand but do not touch the trigger.
Keep the pistol pointed in a safe direction. With the thumb and forefinger of the
other hand grasp the rear of the slide and pull the slide to the rear as far as it
will go (See “Slide Retraction Warning” p. 13). When released, the slide will fly
forward to strip the top cartridge from the magazine and chamber it
WARNING: The pistol is ready for instant use in the single-action mode once the
slide moves forward. Be careful!

6. If the pistol is not to be fired immediately, keep it pointed in a safe direction
and depress the decocking lever until the hammer drops. Remember that the
decocking lever will spring back to the double-action “fire” position when
released. (See Decocking Lever Warning”, p. 7)

7. When the pistol is in the “uncocked™ mode (hammer forward), the first shot
can be fired double-action by pulling the trigger all the way to the rear, which
cocks the hammer and then fires the pistol, Subsequent shots are fired single-
action until the magazine is empty, the hammer being cocked by the slide as it
recuils from each shot. Note that the trigger pull is much lighter for these subse-
quentl shots.



8. For greater accuracy and consistent trigger pull, the hammer may be manual-
ly cocked by the shooler before the first shot is fired. Keep vour finger off the
trigger while cocking the hammer! The hammer will be automatically cocked as
described above for subsequent shots.

A WARNING - FIRING

The slide automatically opens and shuts
quickly while firing. Keep face and hands
away from rear. Hot brass is ejected
quickly and can burn vou. Always wear
shooting glasses and hearing protection.

]
P

L

9. Immediately following the firing of a shot, and if a subsequent shot 15 not to
be fired at once, depress the decocking lever until the hammer drops while the
pistol is still pointing in a safe direction downrange. Remember that the pistol

can still be fired by a full “double action” trigger pull.

e
—
e

SLIDE OPENS FAST -
HOT BRASS EJECTED

10, When the last cartridge loaded into the pistol has been fired, the magazine
follower presses the slide stop upward to engage the slide automatically holding
the action open. If the slide is shut, the shooter should always assume that
there is a cartridge in the chamber!

Don't rely on your memory to know if a gun or magazine is loaded. Visually
inspect the magazine and chamber.

TO UNCOCK (DECOCK) THE PISTOL

With the muzzle pointed in a safe direction, depress the cocking lever fully. The
hammer will drop near the end of the lever's travel. Although this may appear
startling, it is important to note that the firing pin is securely blocked by the
lever, and the pistol will not fire when the lever is depressed. Manually decocking
the hammer with the thumb is neither necessary nor recommended. Always use
the decocking lever, Remember that when vou release the decocking lever, it
will automatically return to the {iring position, and the pistol will then fire when
the trigger is pulled if a cartridge is in the chamber. {See "Special Feature -
Decocking Lever”, p. 6)
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[ A WARNING - HANDLING

L sl load the pistal until you are ready b use it, and
prtload it immediately when yvou bave completed shooking,
(See “Unloading Warning™ on page 12)

If dropped or struck, the pistol may fire. Keep chamber
empty unless schually firing! Use decock lever to decock
pistel before mowing with pistol or when nol actually
firing.

For maximum safety when carrving the pistol wilth a
loaded magazine in place, the chamber should be emply,
the slide should be closed. and Lhe prtlol should be
decocked, Mever carry it cocked! I placed into & holster,
check it o be sure that the slide is not retrscled far
enaugh to either chamber a cartridge from the magazine
or cock the pistal.

The user should never depend on any mechanical device
to juslilv careless handling or permilling the pistoel to
point in an unsafe direction. The shooler should always be
alert to the puesibilily of accidental discharge, The

omilv absolutely safe pislol s one in which the slide 13
ppen, the chamber is empty, and there is no magazine

in the gun,

ANY GUN MAY FIRE IF DROPPED

————eme

TO LOAD AND FIRE (WITHOUT MAGAZINE)

In the event that the magazine is missing or for training purposes (where it is
desirable that only une cartridge be loaded and fired at a time for safety), the
pistol can be fired with the magazine removed. To do so0, keep the pistol pointed
in a safe direction, grasp the slide, and retract it fully to the rear. Next, push the
slide stop upward so that the slide remains to the rear. Inserl a single cartridge
directly and fully into the chamber. Taking care to keep the pistol pointed in a
safe direction, depress the slide stop. This will cause the slide to move vigorously
forward into the firing position. WARNING: The pistol is ready for instant use in
the single-action mode once the slide moves forward.

Finally, depress the decocking lever until the hammer drops -- now the pistol can
be fired in the double-action mode. Single-action firing is possible by manually
cocking the hammer. Note that the slide will not automatically remain open if
the pistol is fired without the magazine in place. The ejectur must always be piv-
ated to its rearward (upward) position when firing the pistol without the maga-
Zineg.
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A WARNING - UNLOADING |

Sap Lhaal The pastol can be used as a single loader, it
[.-ll" will fire whelher or e o magazine 15 10 the gun if
— a cartridge is chambered, Removing magazine
'\"“"- does pel wnload pastol! Teownboad, first remnve

magtazine, Lhen pull slide to rear, gpect chamhered
cartridige, amd visually inspect chamber o be sure it
iz emptv. Abwavs point the pislol in a safe direction
when Inading or unloading.

GUN WILL FIRE WITH MAGAZINE OUT

A
r:;mn

NING - SLIDE RETRACTION

TO UNLOAD

WARNING: This sequence must be followed exactly as outhned. Failure to
do 50 can result in the chamber being unintentionally loaded with a live
cartridge!

1. The muzzle of the pistol must be pointing in a safe direction at all times,
and fingers should be outside of the trigger guard. Decock the pistol by depress-
ing the decocking lever until the hammer drops (See Figure 1, p. b).

2, Remove the magazine from the pistol by pushing in on the magazine latch.
REMEMEER that even though the magazine has been removed, a live round
remaining in the chamber can still he fired (see “Unloading Warning”™, above).

3. Hold the pistol firmly and grasp the slide. Retract the slide to its rearmost
pusition briskly to extract and eject any chambered cartridge. Always visually
double check that the chamber, breech-face interior of the frame are
clear of any live rounds. When the slide is fully retracted, push upward on the
slide stop, then allow the slide to move forward until it comes to rest with the
rear projection of the slide stop resting in the notch on the lower left side of

the slide.

4. To close the slide, again check to be sure the chamber and breech-face are
empty. Pull the slide to its rearmost postion and release it. The slide will snap
forward. Keep fingers out of ejection port on top of slide!

5. If the magazine contains ¢a rtridges, they can be removed by sliding each
cartridge [orward and out of magazine, one at a time, until the magazine is
emply.

f. Push empty (unloaded) magazine into frame until magazine latch locks il in
place.
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The slide should always be pulled
rearward (“retracted”) by pulling the
rear portion of the slide in the vicinity
of the safety, the decock-only lever,
or Lhe serrations (depending upon
model). Always keep fingers away
from trigger!

Never put any part of your hands or
body over the muzzle while retracting
the slide for loading, unloading, inspec-
Ltion, or clearing a malfunction.

KEEP HANDS
AWAY FROM MUZIZLE AND
FINGER OFF TRIGGER

‘ CORRECT UNLOADING SEQUENCE

13



TO RELOAD THE PISTOL

1. Firing all cartridges in the magazine and the chamber will cause the slide to
automatically lock open. Keep the pistol pointed in a safe direction. Reloading
can be accomplished by pressing inward from the left side of the magazine latch
with the thumb or forefinger. The magazine will fall free of the pistol of ils own
weight. To avoid the possibility of damage to the magazine, do not let it fall to
the ground unless rapid reloading is ahsolutely necessary.

2. Insert a loaded magazine. WARNING: The slide stop is held in place by a
spring detent. Therefore, when there is a loaded magazine in place and the
pistol is jarred, the slide can fly [orward and chamber a cartridge.

3. Release the slide to move forward by either depressing the rear portion of the
slide stop or pulling the slide fully to the rear, depress the slide stop, and release
the slide. A cartridge will be chambered when the slide shuts. WARNING: The
pistol is ready for instant use in the single-action mode once the slide moves for
ward. If the pistol is not to be fired immediately, depress the decocking lever
until the hammer drops — in this position, the pistol is ready to fire double
action or can be recocked to fire single-action.

TO EXTRACT AND
EJECT A CHAMBERED CARTRIDGE

When the pistol is fired, the same gas pressure that drives the bullet forward
also acts through the cartridge case to push the slide to the rear. The action
causes extraction and ejection of the fired cartridge case. If a cartridge fails to
fire or if the shooter wishes to eject the chambered cartridge manually, follow
the procedure “To Unload” step 3, p. 12. When the slide is operated by hand,
there can be a failure to extract the cartridge from the chamber, or a failure to
gject the cartridge clear of the pistol. These failures usually are the result of the
slide not being pulled rearward vigorously. From the foregoing, il is clear that
the gun user must:

1. Alwavs visually check the chamber and the breech-face after opeming the
slide to eject a chambered cartridge. If the slide is not vigorously retracted
when being operated by hand, the extracted cartridge can be “gjected” into the
magazine-well of the grip frame or remain held to the breech-face by the
extractor.

2. Thoroughly clean the chamber and the extractor as often as necessary.

If an empty magazine is in the pistol when the slide is being hand retracted to
extract a cartridge, the cartridge may drop on top of the magazine or remain
held to the breech-face by the extractor. Then when the slide goes forward, the
carlridge will be chambered again! Remember — always remove the magazine
before clearing the chamber, and visually ensure that no cartridges remain in
the gun.

14

A WARNING - MALEUNCTIONS

Any auloloading pistol may occasionally malfunc
tiom. If a cartridge hangs up, jams, or binds when
being charmbered. do not attermpt to force it into
the chamber by pushing or striking the slide.
Carefully remowve iL.

Most failures of a carlridge to feed or to chamber
properly are caused by a damaged magazine,
incorrect gun handling, insufficient lubrication,
0T IMproper ammuanition,

Whatever the cauge, the user of the pisto] must,
above all, recognize that any cartridge jam can
result in the very polentially dangerous situation
of a cartridge discharging before it is properly
chambered. If this happens, the cartridge case
may ruplure and its fragments fly oul of the gjec
tion port of the pistol with sufficient force Lo
cause serious imury. Alwayvs wear shooting
dlazses!

HITTING PRIMER
CAN BURST CARTRIDGE

TO CLEAR A MALFUNCTION (“]JAM”)

1. Be certain the muzzle is continually pointed in a safe direction and that the
hammer has heen decocked.

2. If possible, first remove the magazine. It may be necessary to manually
remove a jammed cartridge that has only been partially stripped from the
magazine. If so, use extreme care. Lock the slide open with the slide stop

before attempting to clear the jam, Drawing the slide fully to the rear may bring
the jammed cartridge along. Keep vour face away from the ejection port during
this operation. When attempting to clear a jam, use only wood “tools” so that
the cartridge will not be damaged or the primer ignited. A 3/16" wooden dowel
with a point on one end is useful.

3. Visually check to make sure that all cartridges have been removed from the
pistol. Safely dispose of any carlridges involved in a malfunction incident. Do not
use damaged ammunition in any firearm.

TO MINIMIZE MALFUNCTIONS (“JAMS”)

1. If it appears that the jam was caused by the type of ammunition being used,
try another brand, type, or lot number. Remember — use only factory ammuni-
lion of the correct type.

2. If changing ammunition does nol at once eliminate malfunctions, then the
[ollowing steps should be taken:



a. Thoroughly ¢lean the pistol, payving particular attention to the removal of
accumulated grease and dirl. Use a bristle brush and solvent to remove
grease and fouling from the breech-face, extractor, chamber, and feed
ramp area immediately behind the chamber.

h. Check to be sure that the magazine spring firmly returns the magazine
follower to the top of the magazine.

. Check the magazine lips to be certain that they are free of nicks and
hurrs and that they are not deformed or cracked,

d. Remove excess oil and solvent from all cleaned components, load the
magazine, and try the pisto] again. Make sure vou are following the
correct loading and firing sequence as described in this manual.

e. If none of the above steps is effective, try a different magazine of Ruger
manufacture. If a new magazine does not function correctly, return the
pistol and magazines to the Ruger Product Service Department. (Se
Shipping Firearms For Repair™ on page 21.)

f. Alterations Lo the pistol or use of non-Ruger magazines and accessories
may cause malfunctions, See “Alteration Warning™ on page 3.

A\  WARNING - DISASSEMBLY

T

Always unload a firearm
before cleaning, lubrication,
disassembly or assembly.

UNLOAD BEFORE DISASSEMBLY

TO DISASSEMBLE

Be sure pistol is unloaded!

1. Keep pistol pointed in a safe direction. If the pistol is cocked, depress the
decocking lever until the hammer drops. Press inward on Lhe left side of the
magazine latch and withdraw magazine from butt of pistol.

2. Pull slide to rear and lock in open position by pressing upward on rear end
of slide stop. Again, be sure chamber is empty!

3. Keep upward pressure on slide stop to prevent forward movement of slide,
Open slide is under strong spring tension and could injure fingers if allowed to
slamn shut. Insert finger through top of slide and push ejector downward and
forward (see Figure 3, p. 17) until it locks in its lower position. This will permit
forward movement of slide. Further disassembly is impossible unless this is
done.
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4. Remove fingers from ejection port. Grasp slide tightly. Now press down on
slide stop and allow slide to move slowly forward until the vertical disassembly
line on the frame is aligned with the vertical disassembly line on the slide (See
Figure 4, below). Press in on right-hand end of slide stop and pull slide stop out
of frame to the left until it is withdrawn completely out of the frame. (See Figure
3, below).

5. Push slide forward and remove entire slide assembly to the front.
6. Note: Camblock is under strong spring tension. With slide held upside down,
lift rear end of camblock/recoil spring assembly to disengage it from its seat

against the barrel lug. Withdraw the camblock/recoil spring assembly to the rear
of the slide.

7. Pull barrel upward out of slide slightly and withdraw to the rear.

8. This completes normal fieldstripping for routine cleaning and lubrication
purposes. Further disassembly of slide or frame components is not
recommended and should only be undertaken by the factory.

oy

DEPRESS
EJECTOR @

REMOVE
MAGAZINE (1)

INDEX MARKS

FIGURE 3 FIGURE 4
Press slide stop up. Depress ejector, Index marks aligned.

DISASSEMBLY

PULL OUT @
SLIDE STOP

FIGURE 5
Slide stop in disassembly position.
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TO REASSEMBLE
1. BE CERTAIN CHAMBER AND) MAGAZINE ARE EMPTY.

2. With slide held upside down, replace barrel and push it rearward into its
locked position.

1. Replace camblock and recoil spring into position. Rear end of camblock seats
against harrel lug.

4. Be certain that ejector is locked in its lower ([orward) position and that
hammer is in its fired {uncocked) position.

5. Replace slide onto frame, Partially insert slide stop into frame.

6. Pull slide back until disassemnbly line on frame is aligned with disassemnbly
line on slide stop. Now push slide stop all the way through the frame to the
right.

7. Allow slide to move fully forward.

%, Replace empty magazine in frame through butt of pistol. This action
returns the ejector to its working position. This pistol will not function
normally unless the ejector is in its upward (rearward) position.

MAGAZINE INSPECTION AND CARE

Check the magazine frequently. The magazine follower must move freely and
have adequate spring tension so thal each cartridge is quickly raised to the feed-
ing position. The magazine lips should be clean and free of cracks, dents, or
nicks, so that cartridges are held in their proper feeding position.

If the magazine becomes dirty, it should be disassembled and thoroughly
cleaned.

Snap-On Base - Use a punch to press in on the magazine spring seat where it
protrudes into the hole in the magazine {loorplate. Slide the magazine
floorplate toward the front of the magazine, taking care to prevent the forcible
ejection of the magazine spring seal and compressed magazine spring.
Withdraw magazine spring seat and magazine spring from magazine body.
Turn magazine upside down and remove magazine follower. Reassemble

in reverse order.

When cleaning is necessary, use a solvent that will not rust the metal compo-
nents or adversely affect the magazine follower. After the magazine has been
soaked in solvent to loosen foreign matter, be certain to shake it vigorously (with
the loading opening away (rom you) to remove solvenl or residue from within
the magazine. Penetrating oils and solvents inside a magazine can “kill™ or weak-
en carlridge primers, which can result in failures to fire or other possibly dan-
gerous malfunctions, such as leaving a bullet in the bore!
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After cleaning, check Lo be certain that the magazine follower movement and
spring lension are correct, and that no solvent or debris remain. [mproper
reassembly of the magazine spring can cause a potentially dangerous malfunc-
tion. If cleaning does not restore proper tension, or if you experience a problem
with the magazine, don’t use il. Get a new one.

CARE AND CLEANING

Be Sure Gun Is Unloaded!

BEFORE CLLEANING, BE CERTAIN THE PISTOL AND ITS MAGAZINE CONTAIN
NO CARTRIDGES. (See “Unloading Warning”, p.12)

At regular intervals, or whenever the pistol has been exposed to sand, dust,
extreme humidity, condensation, immersion in water, or other adverse condi-
tions, disassemble, clean, and oil it. Proper periodic maintenance is essential to
the reliable functioning of any firearm.,

To clean the pistol, proceed as follows:
1. Disassemble (fieldstrip) the pistol to the extent described on pages 16 & 17.

2. Using a cleaning rod, run a solvent-wetted patch through the bore several
times. Then attach a solvent-wetted bristle brush to the rod and run it back and
forth the full length of the bore as many times as necessary to remove

grease and dirt from the bore and chamber. Clean bore with dry patches and
examine. Bore fouling can contribute to reduced accuracy, and grease
accumulation in the chamber can interfere with proper feeding of cartridges
from the magazine.

3. Using powder solvent on a clean patch or bristle brush, remove powder
residue from all components of the mechanism. After cleaning, run a dry patch
through the bore, then follow with a patch that is very lightly oiled. Wipe all
surfaces clean with cloth, then wipe all surfaces with a patch or cloth that has
been very lightly oiled.

4. NOTE: Only a light application of oil is needed to provide adequate
lubrication of moving parts and to prevent rust. Excess accumulations of oil
tend to attract particles of dust and dirt and may congeal in cold weather,
which can interfere with the safe and reliable function of the pistol.
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“WARNING - LUBRICATION

Firing & pistol with oil, grease, or any nther material
even parlially obstructing the bore may result in damage
tor the pistol and serious imjury to the shooter and those
nearby. Dy nol spray or apply lubricants directly on
ammunition. If the powder of a carlridge is affected by
the lubricant, it may not be igmited, bul the primey fir-
ing may push the bullet inko the bore whiere it may be
lodged. Firing a subseguent bullet intn the nhstructid
hore may damage e pistol and causs serious injury or
death to the shooter and Lhose nearby, Use lobricants
properhy. You are responsible for the proper care and
maintenance of your firearms.

IMPROPER LUBRICATION
DESTROYS GUNS

5. Before firing, remove all oil and grease from the bore. Do not keep the
pistol stored in a leather holster or case. Leather attracts moisture. even
though the holster or case may appear to be perfectly drv.

A WARNING - STORAGE

a manner that it may be dislodged.
Firearms should alwavs be stored secure- |
Iy and unloaded, away from children and
careless adults.

l Never place or store any firearm in such

STORE SECURELY & UNLOADED

SIGHT ADJUSTMENT

The RUGER® P97DC pistols are equipped with a rear sipht which is
adjustable for windage only. After the rear-sight lock screw has been loosened
ifor those pistols equipped with a rear sight lock screw), the rear sight can be
drifted laterally in its dovetail on the top of the slide by tapping il with a wooden-
or plastic-headed hammer or similar implement. Move the rear sight in the
direction you want the shot to move on the target. Afler the rear sight is adjust.
ed, tighten the rear-sight lock screw. The front sight is fixed. Both front and rear
sights are provided with white-dot inserts for rapid target acquisition and easy
alignment of the sights to obtain a correct sight picture.
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SERVICE AND PARTS POLICY

If you have any questions with regard to the performance of your REGER®
PO7DC pistol. please call (320) 778-6555 or write to our Product Service
Department in Prescott, Arizona, fully describing all circumstances and condi-
tions involved. If vou should return vour pistol to the factory for repair, or order
parts for it, please comply with the following suggestions for prompt service:

WARNING—BEFORE SHIPPING ANY
FIREARM, BE ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN THAT

IT AND ITS MAGAZINE ARE UNLOADED. DO
NOT SHIP CARTRIDGES WITH A FIREARM.

SHIPPING FIREARMS FOR REPAIR

RUGER® P97DC pistols returned to the factory for services or repair should
he sent to: Sturm, Rupger & Company, Inc., Product Service Department, 2040
Ruger Road, Prescott, AZ B6301-6181. Telephone: (520)778-6555.

Guns should be sent prepaid. We will not accept collect shipments.

The Federal Gun Control Act as well as the laws of most States and localities, do
not prohibit an individual (who is not otherwise barred from purchasing or pos-
sessing a firearm) from shipping a firearm directly to the manufacturer for
repair. However, before you ship your pistol to us, be certain that vour State or
locality does not have a law or regulation which will prohibit you from recemving
the pistol from us after it has been repared. If such recenving 1s prohibited, then
please have a Federally Licensed firearms dealer ship the gun to us. If your pistol
i5 sent to us by a dealer, it will be returned to him after being repaired. If a hand-
gun {pistol or revolver) is shipped by an individual who does not hold a Federal
Firearms License. il must be shipped via U.RS. Persons who do nol hold a
Federal Firearms License are prohibited by Federal law from shipping a handgun
by Mail. Handguns mailed in violation of the law are impounded by the Post
Office.

Please do not include holster, custom grip panels, or accessories with a firearm
heing shipped to the factory for service. DO NOT SEND GUN BOXES OR LITER-
ATURE THAT YOU CONSIDER TO BE COLLECTOR'S ITEMS - THESE ARE

INVARIABLY DAMAGED OR DESTROYED IN SHIPMENT. Ahwavs insure your
shipment.

Enclose a letter which includes your name, address, telephone number, and
serial number and model of the firearm. Describe in detail the trouble vou have
experienced with vour firearm, or the work vou wish to have done. Merely
stating that the firearm “needs repair” is inadequate information. Please enclose
copies of any previous correspondence.

Work performed will bear a net minimum labor charge of 313,00 plus a $5.00
shipping and handling charge. The charge for metal refinishing the RUGER®
P97 IMC pistol (except the synthetic grip frame, which we cannot refinish) is
$35.00, plus a $5.00 shipping and handling charge. Custom gunsmithing service
or nonstandard alterations are NOT AVAILABLE [rom Ruger Product Service
Departments,
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[ A WARNING - PARTS PURHASERS

It is the purchaser’s responsibility Lo be absolutely

certain that any parts ordered from the factory are
correctly fitted and installed. Firearms are complicated
mechanisms and IMPROPER FITTING OF PARTS MAY
RESULT IN A DANGEROUS MALFUNCTION, DAMACE
T0 THE FIREARM. AND SERIOUS INJURY TO THE
SHOOTER AND OTHER PERSONS. The purchaser and
installer of parts must accept full responsibility for the
correct adjustment and funclioning of the pistol after
such installation.

PARTS MUST FIT CORRECTLY

1 - ——

ORDERING PARTS

Please contact the Arizona Parts Department for parts availability and current
prices. All parts orders for the RUGER® PS7PC should be sent to: Sturm,
Ruger & Company, Inc., Parts Department, 200 Ruger Road, Prescott AZ 86301-
f181. We cannot comply with open account or C.0.D. requests. Payment in the
form of a check, money order, Visa or Mastercard must accompany your order,
Credit Card orders must include the account number, expiration date and
whether il is a Visa or Mastercard account. Minimum parts order is $1.00 plus a
$3.50 shipping and handling charge. Order parts by Fart Number and Part
Name, include the entire serial number of the firearm for which the parts are
being ordered. The price shown for parts does not include the minimum net
labor charge of $15.00 plus $3.00 shipping and handling charge if the parts are
factory fitted, All factory-fitted parts are fitted on an exchange basis only. We will
not return the replaced parts.

Because it is a serial numbered component, the Ruger autoloading pistol frame
{part number V00285) is defined as a “firearm” by Federal law and is not sold as
a separate component.

*Parts designated by an asterisk must be factory fitted. These parts are fitted on
an exchange basis only. We will not return the replaced parts. We will not return
any part that is broken, malfunctioning, hadly worn or has been modified. See
“Warning - Parts Purchasers”, above,

_ CAUTION: A gun containing modified, broken, malfunctioning,
! or badly worn parts should not be fired!
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RUGER® P37DC
PARTS LIST

Design, prices and specifications subject to change without notice.

SPECIFY MODEL WHEN ORDERING

(See Exploded Yiew on Page 26.)
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PayIIC
PaTDC
PA7DC
Pa7DC
Pa7DC
PayDC
Pa7DC
P47
PY7DC

KV2e600

VO0s02
KV01406

KQO01109
KO0561)
KVO1850

V00285

Va1l
K050

Ejector Pivol Assembly

Ejector Spring

Extractor
Firing Fin Block

Firing Pin

Ejector

Firing Pin Block Spring

Firing Pin Spring
Frame

L]
¥
*
*
*

PY7DC
P97DC

V3203
V4700

Front Sight, Must Be Drilled For Cross Pin

Front Sight Cross Pin, 2 Req'd.



¥i

*

*

Part Name

Hammer

Hammer Assembly

Hammer Pivot Pin

Hammer Spring

Hammer Spring Seal

Hammer Spring Seat Detent
Hammer Spring Seat Pin

Hammer Strut

Hammer Strut Pin, Not [lustrated
Lock & Kevs, Brass

Lock & Kevs, Iron

Magazine, Complete, 8-5hot Capacity
Magazine, Complete, 7-Shot Capacity
Magazine Floor Plate, Not Illustrated
Magazine Follower, Not [llustrated
Magazine Latch

Magazine Latch Spring

Magazine Loader, Not [llustrated
Magazine Shell

Magazine Spring, Not Illustrated
Magazine Spring Seat, Not Illustrated
FPlunger

Rear Sight

Rear Sight Lock Screw

Recoil Spring, Inner

Sear

Sear Pivot Pin, 2 Req'd.

Sear Spring

Slide

Slide Stop Assembly

Part Name

Trigger

Trigger Bar
Trigger Bar Spring

PARTS SO MARKED MUST BE FACTORY FITTED

Part No.
KV04005
KV04005-100
V2302
VOO4010
V2403
KY053301
V2551
V1601
KV05150
W11001
w1102
P-16/8
P-16
Q01020
Q02910
KV02605
Voz7ol
QML
KQO0500
V03006
KQO03100
KHO5100
Q03300
Ys00]
V02819
KV02214
Kv(4450
KV6e420
KVO0123
KVO3715-100

Part No.
KV03911
KV01715
V05402

Model

PATDC
PayTDC
PATDC
PayC
PUvDC
PO7DC
PS7DC
Pa7DC
PS7DC
PO7DC
PO
PY7DC
PO7DC
PO7DC
PA7DC
POT0C
PAYINC
PO
POTDC
PO7DC
Pa7DC
POyDC
Pa7DC
PO7DC
PY47DC
PO7DC
Pa7DC
PayDC
Pra7DC
POTDC

Model

PO7DC
PO7DC
PO7DC



RUGER® P97DC
EXPLODED VIEW

-

KVO5715-100 ﬁ,,;f';
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THE BASIC RULES OF SAFE FIREARMS HANDLING

We believe that Americans have a right to purchase and use firearms for lawful
purposes, The private ownership of firearms in America is traditional, but that
ownership imposes the responsibility on the gun owner to use his firearms in a
way which will ensure his own safety and that of others. When firearms are used
in a safe and responsible manner, they are a great source of pleasure and satisfac-
tion, and represent a fundamental part of our personal liberty.

Firearms do not cause accidents! Firearms accidents are almost always found
to have been the result of carelessness, or ignorance on the part of the shooter
of the basic rules of safe gun handling.

The following rules must be observed by gun users at all times. Safe gun han-
dling is not just desirable, it is absolutely essential to your safety, the safety of
uthers, and the continuation of gun ownership and sport shooting as we know it
today,

1. LEARN THE MECHANICAL AND HANDLING
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE FIREARM YOU ARE USING.

i, Nol all firearms are the same. The
AT method of carrying and handling

el firearms varies in accordance with
the mechanical provisions for
avoiding accidental discharge and
the various proper procedures for
loading and unloading. No person

i Illﬂ:“:;_u. should handle any firearm withoul
- ﬁLmTﬂ';’“"ﬁT: - | first having thoroughly familiarized
e -lmgt‘;g‘,}.if perRE himself with the particular type of
:;";?L'-ﬂw.% puRE AR firearms he is using, and with safe gun
; handling in general.

2. ALWAYS KEEP THE
MUZZLE POINTED IN A

SAFE DIRECTION.

Be sure of the bullet stop hehind
vour targel, even when dry-firing.
Never lel the muzzle of a firearm
pioint at any part of your body or at
another person, This is particularly
important when loading or unloading
a firearm, In the event of an
accidental discharge. no imury can
occur as long as the muzzle is
pointing in safe direction. A safe
direction means a direction which
will not permil a discharged hullet to
strike a person, or fo strike an ohject

¢

from which the bullet may ricochet.
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A safe direction must take into account the fact that a bullet may penetrate a
wall, ceiling, floor, window, etc,, and strike a person or damage property. Make
it a hahit to know exactly where the muzzle of your gun is pointing whenever
you handle it, and be sure that vou are always in control of the direction in
which the muzzle is pointing, even if you fall or stumble. Keep vour finger off
the trigger until you are ready to shoot.

3. FIREARMS SHOULD BE UNLOADED WHEN NOT IN USE.

Firearms should be loaded only when
vou arg in the field or on the larget
range or shooting area, ready to
shoot. Firearms and ammunition
should be securely locked in racks or
cabinets when not in use.
Ammunition should be safely stored
separate from firearms, Store vour
firearms out of sight of visitors and

children. It is the gun owner’s responsi-

hility to be certain that

children and persons unfamiliar with
firearms cannot gain access to
firearms, ammunition, or compoenents.

4. BE SURE THE BARREL |5 CLEAR OF OBSTRUCTIONS

BEFORE SHOOTING.

Even a bit of mud, snow or excess
lubricaling vil or grease in the bore
may cause Lhe barrel to bulge, or
even burst on firing, and can cause
serious injury to the shooter and
byvstanders, Be sure that you are using
ammunition of the proper caliber
and lnading for the gun vou are
using. If the report or recoil on firing
seemns weak, or doesn't seem quite
right, CEASE FIRING IMMEDIATELY.
unload vour firearm, and check to he
sure Lhal no vbstruction has become
lodged in Lhe barrel. Never try to
shoot an obstruction out!

'\
C

6. WEAR SHOOTING
GLASSES AND HEARING
PROTECTORS WHEN YOU
SHOOT.

All shooters should wear protective
shooting glasses and adequate hearing
protection when shooting. Exposure
to shooting noise can damage hear-
ing. and adequate eve protection
when shooting is essential.

5. BE SURE OF YOUR
TARGET BEFORE YOU
SHOOT.

Don't shoot unless you know exactly
where your hullet is going to strike.
Be sure of the hullet stop hehind

your target, even when dry-firing with
an unloaded gun. If vou are in the
field hunting, do not fire at a
mavement or noise, Take the time to
be absolutely certain of vour target
before vou pull the trigger.

7. NEVER CLIMB A TREE OR
FENCE WITH A LOADED
FIREARM.

Put the irearm down carefully
before climbing a fence, and unload
it before climbing or descending a
tree or jumping over a ditch or other
ohstruction, Never pull or push a
lnaded firearm toward vourself or
another person. When in doubt, or
whenever you are about to do any-
thing awkward, unload vour gun!




8. DON'T SHOOT AT A
HARD SURFACE, OR AT
WATER.

Bullets can glance off many surfaces
like rocks or the surface of water and
travel in unpredictable divections
with considerable velocity.

9. NEVER TRANSPORT A
LOADED FIREARM.

Firearms should always be unloaded
belore being moved or placed in a
vehicle, A suitable carrving case or
stabbard should be used Lo carry an
unloaded firearm to and from the
shooting area.

10. AVOID ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES WHEN
SHOOTING.

[on't drink until the day's shooting
i5 over. Handling firearms while
under the influence of alcohol 1n any
form, or medications that could affect
vour judgment or co-ordination. con-
stitutes a criminal disregard

tor the safety of others.

30

A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF AN EXTRAORDINARY
ACHIEVEMENT: RUGER FIREARMS

One of the few Amencan firearms manufacturers who's management
has remained unchanged since starting in business, Sturm, Ruger &
Company, Inc. had its beginning in a small machine shop occupying a
rented frame building in Southport, Connecticut. In January 1949, with
an initial investment of only $50,000 and an idea, William B. Ruger and
Alexander M. Sturm started production of a .22 caliber autoloading pis-
tol -- a design which was so successful that it became the cornerstone
upon which one of the most comprehensive lines of sporting firearms
ever made in America was established. After Alex Sturm's death in 1951,
William B. Ruger continued to direct the company alone and today, as
Chairman of the Board, he is actively involved in the ¢reative engineer-
ing of new products and continues to provide the leadership which has
made this 50-year-old company a sound and successful enterprise.

Sturm, Ruger & Company, in this relatively short time, has established
itself as a leading small arms design organization, developing a unigue
and broad line of fine quality sporting, military and police firearms to
become one of the world's most famous producers of revolvers, pistols,
rifles and shotguns. From 1949 thru 1999 Ruger craftsmen have built
many millions of firearms.

During its five decades of growth and progress under the leadership of
William B. Ruger, the company has developed a business philosophy and
implemented policies which represent a constructive influence in the life
of modern America. From the beginning, Sturm, Ruger & Company
played a positive role in conservation efforts and has supported the inter-
ests of shooters through such groups as the Nalional Rifle Association,
National Shooting Sports Foundation, and many regional sportsmen’s
organizations. The company has always endeavored to market its
firearms for constructive and recreational purposes, to emphasize the
traditional aspects of shooting, to render meaningful public services and
to encourage shooters in constructive and responsible participation in
the shooting sports.

Today, Sturm, Ruger & Company is particularly mindful of those ele-
ments which have contributed to the creation of its success, and extends
heartfelt thanks to its many loval emplovees and customers.

A current catalog of Ruger firearms is available free upon request to
Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc., Southport, CT 06490,
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